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Today, we will discuss the...

* What was Athenian | heatre
e Where/\When Athenian T heatrical

Fencormanccs took Placc

e (Genres of Athenian Drama
* Production of Athenian Drama
e Whose who of Athcnian Flagwrights




What was Atkcnian Drama

: Flags Pcr(:ormed during festivals to
Diongsus
— Greck GOd of Wine
e Contcsts
- Flaywrights
= Actors



chn would the F|395 take Flacc

. Flags would take Placc at festivals to
Diongsus:
— City Diongsia Festival
e Between March and APril
e Week long festival

— | enaia [Testival
e Bctwccn Dcccmbcr and January



ere would the Flags take Flacc

& / ¥ AR .'
Aerial view of the Acropolis in Athens, with
the theater of Dionysos in the {:orcgrouncl
(Gocttc, n.cl.)



(senres of Athenian Drama

* | ragedy
- Frcdominatcly featured during the Citg
Dionysia
=+ 5ubject matter included:
¢ Divincjusticc
* One’s Placc in the universe
® 5at3r
or Foﬂowed Tragcdies of the Citg Diongsia
— (horus of 5at3rs wandcring into a mgth



(1enres of Athcnian Drama - ( ont.

o

— Frcdominatcly featured during the | enaia

* 5 (_omic Flaywrights with 1 Play each

«2 Tragic Flaywrights with 2 Plags each
— Performed the last day of the Citg Diongsia
— Mocked Politics of the time

— Almost no toPics were off limits



Production of Athena Dramas

. Arc/mn s onymous — Ovcrsecs the Citg
Diongsia estival; Selects the Jco“owing:
— C/mré‘goi—~ Financial FProducer nominated to
finance the Plagwright
. Dionysia:

— 3 for Tragic/ Satgr Flagwrights
— 5 for (omedic Flagwrights

— FPla ywrights



FProduction - (_ontinued

. Cﬁorégoiand the Flagwright discuss:

- 5Pecia| effects
» Mechane~ ﬁyi ng characters
: E»ékuk/cma — cart to roll out corpses

Tin Costs

e Actors (not including the Flaywright if he
Participatccl)

« Chorus
. Unspcaking roles



FProduction - (_ontinued

— (_osts —~ continued
g Costuming ~ I mbroidered Lincn/Wool

— Couldinclude feathers, fur, or armor depcnding on

Chorus/NonsPcaking pieces
e Masks

~ Constructccl out of cor‘(, wood, lincn, orleather

Terracotta
Greek statuettes
vase and molds
dePicting for
comic statuettes
choirsters of Actors.
dressed as 4th (Cen

birds

| iy 4



Tcrracotta masks
were not worn ]:33
actors/chorus.

Thcsc were more

than Iikcly...

Terracotta
mask 250

I Ll







FProduction - (_ontinued

. Flagwright had mangjobs
— Didaskalos (DI rector) of the chorus
- Choreographer
— (Costume designcr
— Set clcsigncr

= Actor



FProduction - (_ontinued

» Cast- AllMale
— Actors — Plagcd multiPlc roles

e Drama/Satyr —~ 1 to 3 actors per laywright
Y PRI P 2ygwEs
— Performed all four lays for the (it Dionysia | estival
B2y Y Y

2 Comccly —~ 1 to % actors

— (horus
. Drama/53t3r~ 12 to 15 choral members
e Comcdy ~up to 24 choral members

— Musicians - aulos, lgrc, tambourine

— Non~spca1<ing roles



FProduction - (_ontinued

: Literacy amongst the actors and chorus was
not guara nteed

* Theorized Plagwright read Plag out loud to

cast to memorize

* Dramas started off as an idea; final Product
was a collaborative effort by all



Whosc who... Drama

SOP[“IOC]CS :iuripidcs

-
e 3

c.525 ~c.456BCE  c496-c.406 BCL c.484-407 BCI



Whose who... 1 Jrama -~ Continue&

Acschg'us
. Earliest

surviving
Plagwright
e Servedin

e ey Plags

written

e 7 Survived
= Onl9

surviving

trilogy

successful

Plagwright
. Highlg
Politica!
Figure

o L2y Plag

written

e 7 Survived

E_uripidcs
. Not as well
known

o 1L P]aﬂs
written

* 19 survived

o Only
surviving
Satyr Flag

2 USed mostlg
“female”

Protagorzists



Whosc who... Comcdg

AristoPhancs
c. 460 - 380

BEI!

* Notmuchis
known

2 Onlg
surviving

Cxamples O{:

Old
(:omedy
* 11 Survived

(_ratinus

Cond 2 AN 21~
425X 2RiTDEuT
e 21 -29

extant Plags

EuFolis
Died around
+10PDC

* |9 extant
Plags



uestions? (_omments?
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